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DRAFT Minutes of the Caversfield Annual Parish Meeting 

Tuesday 15 May 2013 at 7.00pm 

The Small Hall, Southwold Community Centre 

 

Present 

Chairman:  Mr John Gilmore 

Clerk:  Mrs Jane Olds 

Caversfield Residents:  Mrs Wendy Becker, Mrs D Langford, Mrs Jan 

MacQuarrie, Mrs Jan Nevill, Mr John Nevill, Mrs 

June Nisbet, Mr Roger Shipway, Mrs Alison 

Shipway, Mrs Glenice Sutcliffe, Mrs Gaynor Thorpe, 

Mr Howard Thorpe, Mrs Alison Wright,  

 

Cllr Gilmore (Chairman of the Parish Council) welcomed everyone to the Annual 

Parish Meeting of Caversfield and thanked them for coming. 

 

1. Apologies were received from Cllr Jon O’Neill District Councillor, Cllr Lawrie 

Stratford County Councillor, WPC Caroline Brown and Mrs Esther Bannister 

 

2. The Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 15 May 2012 were 

RESOLVED to be a true record and were signed by the Chair. 

 

3. Matters arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

4. Chairman’s Report 

The Parish Council met six times between April 2012 and March 2013 with a 

wide variety of discussion taking place.  The Minutes are always displayed on 

the Noticeboard in Skimmingdish Lane and on the Parish Website.  The Council 

is very grateful to PC Keith Herring who opens the Police House for the regular 

meetings. 

 

Actions from the minutes include ordering a further grit bin for the village sited 

by the noticeboard in Springfield Road; arranging for a week’s speed check on 

the A4421 Buckingham Road to monitor the speeding on the road; still trying to 

get lighting in the bus shelter and paving to it; involving the Dog Warden in 

patrols of the village to keep the area clear of dog mess; organising for Richard 

Wise to snow plough the areas of the village the Parish Council has responsibility 

for and hearing a talk from Mrs Cynth Napper from Oxfordshire Nature 

Conservation Forum about the Parish Council’s obligations to the NERC Act. 

 

The Parish Council has helped and supported the Clerk to undertake a 

qualification – the Certificate in Local Council Administration – and through the 
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work for this course, the Council has now adopted a number of documents 

including Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, a Communications Policy, a 

Complaints Procedure and a Freedom of Information Policy. 

 

The Council has had a stable year this year, with no resignations; the Councillors 

co-opted Esther Bannister onto the Council but there are still two vacancies for 

co-option.  Anyone interested in helping support the Council in this way would 

be most welcomed.   

 

Planning.  The Council has received 21 Planning Applications, five from City and 

Country for changes to their internal works at the Garden Quarter, three from 

Albion Land and two from Barrus for commercial work outside the parish, five 

for residential work and six for tree work. 

 

Finance.  The majority of the expenditure this year has been spent on keeping the 

village clean and tidy. 

 

All villagers are entitled to come to Parish Council meetings and either speak at 

the beginning of the meeting or observe the whole meeting.  Meetings are 

generally held at the MOD Police House with the kind permission of PC Keith 

Herring on the third Wednesday of alternate months at 7pm.  Villagers who wish 

to receive the agenda and minutes by email can let the Clerk know. 

 

Finally, the Chairman wished to record his thanks to Catherine Fulljames – the 

previous Oxfordshire County Councillor who, following the reorganisation of the 

areas, no longer represents Caversfield.  She has done a sterling job over the 

years.   The Parish looks forward to working with Cllr Lawrie Stratford, her 

successor who was unable to attend this meeting due to prior commitments.  

Jon O’Neill, the Parish’s District Councillor was also thanked for his support over 

the last year. 

 

5. Financial report for the year ended 31 March 2012 

The Statement of Accounts to 31 March 2013 had been circulated and copies were 

also tabled.  The Clerk explained that the accounts and financial records were in 

the process of being audited and would be available for inspection from the 

beginning of July. 

 

There were no questions. 

 

6. County and District Councillor’s Report 

There were no reports from either the District or County Councillor. 
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7. Any other business 

A number of comments and concerns were made about the proposed Cala 

Homes development. 

 

Villagers were concerned about: 

 the number of houses 

 the single exit onto Fringford Road 

 the potential of up to 500 vehicle movements at peak times and the use of 

other roads around the village – particularly Thompson Drive and 

Skimmingdish Lane – as ‘rat runs’ 

 the potential for flooding – particularly as run off of water is five times faster 

than on agricultural land which could mean the drainage would have to 

accommodate a further 10million gallons of water in a rain storm. 

 

The Clerk warned the meeting that if the planning application were to be 

submitted there would only be 21 days for the Parish Council to respond and so a 

planning meeting would need to be convened at short notice. 

 

Villagers volunteered to help the Parish Council by delivering leaflets about the 

additional planning meeting when necessary. 

 

The Clerk also listed the criteria Cherwell District Council take into consideration 

for proposed Planning Applications: 

 loss of privacy / impact 

 overshadowing / overbearing impact 

 highway safety, traffic and parking issues 

 noise 

 visual amenity / street scene 

 wildlife 

 historic buildings and conservation 

 flooding 

 design, and materials 

 appearance of the development 

 capacity of infrastructure – schools / public transport etc 

 

Issues which cannot be taken into account include: 

 loss of view 

 effect on property values 

 private rights 

 boundary disputes and construction noise 

 

The Chairman thanked the villagers for their comments. 
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The minutes were taken by Jane Olds, Clerk to the Parish Council 

 

The meeting closed at 7.50pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………….…..     Date…………………………………. 

 


