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Minutes of the Caversfield Annual Parish Meeting 

Wednesday 18 May 2016 at 7.00pm 

Fringford Village Hall 

 

Present 

Chairman:  Mr John Gilmore 

Clerk:  Mrs Jane Olds 

Caversfield Residents:  Nine residents 

District Councillors: Cllrs Lynn Pratt and Jason Slaymaker 

Other visitors: Mrs Jenny Collyer MoD; Mr Daniel Geoghegan, Bicester 

Heritage 

 

Cllr Gilmore (Chairman of the Parish Council) welcomed everyone to Caversfield’s 

Annual Parish Meeting and thanked them for coming. 

 

1. Apologies had been received from Cllr Lawrie Stratford (County Councillor), Nicholas 

Mawer (District Councillor), Mrs Esther Bannister and Ms Eleanor Booth-Davey  

 

2. The Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 27 May 2015 were agreed to 

be a true record and were signed by the Chair. 

 

3. Matters arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

4. Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman reported that the Parish Council had met seven times between April 

2015 and March 2016.  A wide variety of discussion took place.  The Minutes were 

always displayed on the Noticeboard in Skimmingdish Lane and on the Parish 

Website.  The Council was very grateful to the MoD for letting the Parish meet at the 

MOD Police House in Davis Gardens for the regular meetings in the past.  

Unfortunately, the Police House room had been redeveloped and it was not possible to 

meet there in the future.  All future Parish Council meetings would be at Fringford for 

the time being. 

 

The Councillors have remained the same, but there was still once vacancy.  Anyone 

interested in helping support the Council in this way would be warmly welcomed.   

 

More governance and organisation has been discussed over the year, particularly due 

to the abolition of the Audit Commission and the changes to make Parish Councils 

more transparent. 

 

A number of other things have taken up Council time this year including: 

• the purchase and installation of the new bench at the Southwold Lane end of 

Fringford Road by the dog bin.  Thanks were due to Cllr Lawrie Stratford for 

sponsoring the Parish’s application to Oxfordshire County Council for a grant, to 
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A2Dominion at the Eco Town for arranging for the laying of the concrete plinth 

and to Link Development and Groundworks for installing it; 

• damage to the bus shelter glass – particularly as the pane had been fixed just days 

previously; 

• arranging a number of interested parties to meet to discuss the Halloween visitor 

parking; 

• taking on responsibility for the weed control on the Fringford Road; 

• naming the road between Fringford Road and the B4011 as Aunt Em’s Lane in 

memory of an Aunt of the Phipps’s at Home Farm. 

 

The Chairman thanked Councillor Glenice Sutcliffe for her help in arranging the 

village spring clean earlier in the month.  It was good to have a number of villagers 

helping out. 

 

With regard to planning: the Council had received 12 Planning Applications, 3 of 

which were for the Eco Town including one for re-routing the road.  There were four 

for tree work and the others were for extensions or a change of planning conditions.  

 

The Parish also discussed the Parish response to CDC’s Local Plan Part 2.  The Parish 

feels very strongly that the village should be protected and maintains its Category C 

status. 

 

Regarding finance, the majority of the expenditure this year has again been spent on 

keeping the village clean and tidy and ensuring that the Parish Council is compliant in 

the necessities of data protection and insurance. 

 

The accounts had been inspected by the internal auditor and the forms for the external 

audit were to be sent off shortly.   

 

The Chairman emphasised that all villagers were entitled to come to Parish Council 

meetings and either speak at the beginning of the meeting for three minutes or observe 

the whole meeting.  Meetings were generally held in the Chinnery Room of Fringford 

Village Hall on the third Wednesday of alternate months at 7pm.  Villagers who wish 

to receive the agenda and minutes by email can ask the Clerk. 

 

Finally, the Chairman wished to record his thanks to his fellow Councillors for the 

time and effort they give to the parish; to Lawrie Stratford, Caversfield’s County 

Councillor, for his support over the last year, to Ian Corkin, the former District 

Councillor and to welcome his successors Lynn Pratt, Nicholas Mawer and Jason 

Slaymaker.  

 

5. Financial report for the year ended 31 March 2016 

The Clerk reported that the Statement of Accounts to 31 March 2016 had been 

circulated and copies were also tabled.  The Clerk explained that the accounts and 
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financial records had been audited and would be available for inspection from the 

beginning of July. 

 

Following the budget process in January, the Councillors agreed to raise the Precept 

from £4,300 to £5,160 to cover the additional expenditure.  However, because of the 

increase in residents, even with losing a few from the boundary changes, the rise 

equated to 57p per Band D household (or a total of £9.74) over the whole year. 

 

A significant amount of the Clerk’s time had been taken up with ensuring that the 

Parish’s accounting and meeting documents were available on the Parish Council 

website.  However, it was hoped that this would be made a more user-friendly area 

shortly. 

 

The Parish had also set up a Facebook Page which it was intended to use as a virtual 

noticeboard. 

 

There were no questions. 

 

6. County and District Councillor’s Report 

There were no reports from the County Councillor. 

 

The District Councillors had only just been elected to office and did not have anything 

to report. 

 

7. Police Report 

There was no Police report. 

 

8. Report from MoD 

The MoD Community Liaison Officer, Mrs Jenny Collyer, attended the meeting to 

discuss the issues regarding dogs on the MoD Park. 

 

Mrs Collyer explained that the Park was owned by the MoD and managed by the 

Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO) for the USAF.  The Park was open to 

members of the public, but they should abide by the byelaws.  It was also to be 

remembered that although villagers were allowed in the park, it was a privilege, not a 

right and that the MoD could close the park at any time. 

 

It had come to the MoD’s attention that the current situation of allowing members of 

the public to use the park was being abused.  A great deal of litter and dog mess had 

been left and so the softball pitches had been locked by the DIO.   

 

There were no current plans to remove the locks. 
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Mrs Collyer was asked about the security cameras.  She confirmed that they were 

funded by the USAF and that they were working and monitored at the Police House, 

but they were not for the general use of the members of the public. 

 

9. Report from Bicester Heritage 

Daniel Geohegan Manageing Director of Bicester Heritage attended the meeting to 

give a report on the progress to date at Bicester Heritage. 

 

Mr Geohegan outlined the great progress the project had made over the previous three 

years.  They realised that there would be an impact on the local area, but that he 

wished to work with the local community to minimise that impact.   

 

Regarding the overflow parking for Bicester Village Mr Geohegan informed the 

meeting that there were some additional days booked, but that they hoped the traffic 

management scheme would be developed so that it did not affect the village. 

 

10. Any other business 

There was no further business. 

 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending. 

 

The minutes were taken by Jane Olds, Clerk to the Parish Council 

 

The meeting closed at 7.30pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………….…..     Date…………………………………. 


