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Minutes of the Caversfield Annual Parish Meeting 

Tuesday 15 May at 8.50pm 

The Small Hall, Southwold Community Centre 

 

Present 

Chairman:  Mr John Gilmore 

Clerk:  Mrs Jane Olds 

Oxfordshire County Council: Cllr Mrs Catherine Fulljames 

Thames Valley Police:  WPC C Brown and WPC S Cooper 

Caversfield Residents:  Mrs Kathryn Bailey, Mrs Wendy Becker, 

Mrs Joan Himpson, Mrs June Nisbet, 

Mr John Sutcliffe, Mrs G Sutcliffe, 

Mrs Tracy Williams, Mr Nathan Wright 

 

1. Cllr Gilmore (Chairman of the Parish Council) welcomed everyone to the Annual 

Parish Meeting of Caversfield and thanked them for coming. 

 

2. Apologies – Mrs Odette Phipps, Cllr Jon O’Neill District Councillor 

 

3. The Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 25 May 2011 were 

RESOLVED to be a true record and were signed by the Chair. 

 

4. Matters arising – regarding the Eco Town, the Exemplar phase has been accepted 

and work will begin in due course for 393 houses on the Banbury Road side. 

 

5. Chairman’s Report 

Mrs Phipps, the outgoing Chairman had written a report which the Clerk read: 

 

Membership 

Two new Councillors have been co-opted to the Council this year, Mr Nick Wise 

and Mr Nathan Wright.  Councillor David Wood resigned due to moving away 

from the area and Vice Chairman, Lawrence Strong who has been Vice Chairman 

for approximately 10 years has moved to Spain; he and his wife Alina, a stalwart 

member of the public at our meetings, will be missed for their contribution to the 

local community. 

 

I would like to thank all the Parish Councillors for their time and support 

throughout the year. 

 

Planning 

With regard to planning, 2011/ 12 has been an extraordinary year. 
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The detailed plans for the NW Bicester Eco Town Exemplar were submitted and 

accepted in the autumn of 2011.  We now await the submission of the Master 

Plan from Cherwell District Council which will impact on the future for the 

whole Bicester area but especially for the village of Caversfield.   

 

The plans for the development of the RAF Domestic site by City and Country 

Group were accepted and the Parish Council looks forward to the completion of 

the project as it should be an asset to the village. 

 

It has been a relief, after a long wait, to see the erection of the bus shelter on the 

Buckingham Road and hopefully it will be appreciated in the winter months by 

our local commuters. 

 

I would like to thank Councillor Catherine Fulljames, who in her capacity of both 

County and District Councillor, always gives us support and attends most of our 

meetings, despite her very busy schedule.  Also Caroline Brown and Thames 

Valley Police who are always very helpful and supportive whenever requested.  I 

would also like to thank the members of the public who attend the meetings as it 

is always useful to have their feedback.  Last but not least, a special thank you to 

Jane Olds, our new clerk, who has taken on the job at a difficult and busy time 

with the most amazing efficiency.  

 

6. Financial report for the year ended 31 March 2012 

The accounts to 31 March 2012 had been circulated and copies were also tabled.  

The accounts and financial records had been audited by Mr Ian Black.  There 

were no questions. 

 

7. County Councillor’s Report 

Cllr Fulljames reported that she had just stood down as a District Councillor after 

20 years’ service and that Jon O’Neill had replaced her.  She remains a County 

Councillor. 

 

The District Council had not put up Council Tax for the third year running after 

the Government imposed a zero rate increase.  There have been increasing 

demands on services, so to balance the books, CDC have amalgamated their top 

level management structure with South Northamptonshire Council which has 

saved £2 million. 

 

With regard to the Eco Town, Cllr Fulljames reported that she had consistently 

voted against the proposals and that she expected Cllr O’Neill to do likewise.  

Last August permission was given for the Exemplar of 393 houses to be built on 

the Banbury Road side on Home Farm land.  This is the start of potentially 5,000 
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houses, but the viability is in doubt.  A great number of conditions have been 

imposed on the planning and there is no date for commencement at present. 

 

The Ardley Incinerator project has taken up a great deal of Cllr Fulljames’ time.  

This has now been agreed despite being taken to Judicial Review.  The roadway 

has now been started and the concrete batching plant is in place.  The project will 

handle 300,000 tonnes per annum of both household rubbish and commercial 

waste for the entire county. 

 

With the creation of the incinerator at Ardley, the proposal was to close the 

public amenity centre next year and move it all to Kidlington.  In view of the 

increasing size of the Bicester area population Cllr Fulljames had campaigned for 

the tip to remain open for longer. 

 

The Bicester town centre project is progressing well. 

 

Cllr Fulljames has been working behind the scenes with City and Country at the 

Garden Quarter development so that the Polling Station, and possibly a meeting 

room can be included in the project.  City and Country have been very 

accommodating. 

 

Regarding planning Cllr Fulljames reiterated the need for green land between 

Caversfield and Bicester. 

 

The Bicester Master Plan project is a very important document which serious 

implications.  At present the area’s population is about 30,000, but this could 

almost double if all the housing and growth plans were to come to fruition; 

which would make the town the second largest in the County after Oxford.  The 

Master Plan needs to be put into place so that the needs of all the residents and 

business can be met.  

 

Regarding boundaries, the Ploughly division will now include Caversfield, 

Bicester North and Bucknell.  Over all there will be a reduction in Councillors 

from 74 to 63 with all County Councillors being up for election next year. 

 

Whilst the HS2 project does not directly affect Caversfield residents, it will have 

an impact on the area.  Cllr Fulljames, together with MP Tony Baldry and 

Cllr Barry Wood, has been campaigning against the proposals, suggesting that 

improving the existing transport infrastructure would be a better use of 

resources. 
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8. Thames Valley Police Report 

WPC Brown reported that there had been 46 crimes in the village over the past 

year not including fraud – particularly credit card fraud. 

 

These crimes included 2 vehicles broken into, 2 possession of cannabis, 3 youths 

for underage alcohol consumption, 12 domestics, 2 jewellery thefts, criminal 

damage to gates, the theft of 3 cycles, the theft of lead from RAF Bicester, 2 

burglaries at the gliding club and three thefts of scrap metal. 

 

Some of these have already been solved including the burglaries to the gliding 

club and one of the jewellery thefts.  The previous year many cars had been 

damaged on Manzel Road, however there has only been one in the past year. 

 

The Chairman thanked WPC Brown for her report. 

 

9. Any other business 

The Chairman thanked both Cllr Fulljames and Odette Phipps for all their 

sterling service and support over many years. 

 

The minutes were taken by Jane Olds, Clerk to the Parish Council 

 

The meeting closed at 9.25pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………….…..     Date…………………………………. 

 


