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Minutes of the Caversfield Annual Parish Meeting 

Tuesday 21 May 2014 at 7.00pm 

Emmanuel Church, Bure Park 

 

Present 

Chairman:  Mr John Gilmore 

Clerk:  Mrs Jane Olds 

Thames Valley Police: WPC Caroline Brown 

Caversfield Residents:  Six residents 

Other visitors: Mr Dominic White, Bicester Heritage 

 

Cllr Gilmore (Chairman of the Parish Council) welcomed everyone to the Annual 

Parish Meeting of Caversfield and thanked them for coming. 

 

1. Apologies were received from Cllr Lawrie Stratford County Councillor, PC Keith 

Herring and Mrs Esther Bannister 

 

2. The Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 15 May 2013 were 

RESOLVED to be a true record and were signed by the Chair. 

 

3. Matters arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

4. Chairman’s Report 

The Parish Council met eight times between April 2013 and March 2014, which 

included six regular meetings and two additional Planning Meetings.  A wide variety 

of discussion took place.  The Minutes are always displayed on the Noticeboard in 

Skimmingdish Lane and on the Parish Website.  The Council is very grateful to PC 

Keith Herring who lets the Parish use the MOD Police House in Davis Gardens for the 

regular meetings. 

 

The Council was pleased to welcome and co-opt Roger Shipway and Eleanor Booth-

Davey to the Parish Council; however, there is still one vacancy following Nathan 

Wright’s departure.   

 

The topic which has taken up most of the Parish Council time this year has been the 

outline planning application by the developers Cala Homes to build 200 houses on the 

land of South Lodge Riding Stables.  The Parish held a Planning meeting on 31 July to 

hear the villagers’ views and produced a response objecting to the plans, which was 

sent to the District Council.  The application was heard at Cherwell District Council’s 

Planning Committee on 3 October who agreed with the Parish view that it should be 

refused.   The developers appealed against this decision on 26 November and a 

Planning Inspectorate Appeal Hearing was convened for 25 March at Bodicote House.  

The Hearing took place over four days and included a very thorough site visit; the 

result of this should be announced before 28 May. 
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The Parish’s other concerns have included making sure that the Fringford Road and 

the junction of Skimmingdish Lane re-surfacing was completed; the purchase of an 

additional grit bin – for the junction of Old School Close with Fringford Road; and 

liaising with the management companies and other interested villagers where possible.  

It has been good to be able to make contact with the Air Training Corps and to help the 

band with a small financial grant.   

 

The Chairman thanked Councillor Glenice Sutcliffe for her help in arranging the 

village spring clean last month.  It was good to have a number of villagers helping out. 

 

The Councillors have attended two courses arranged by the Parish support 

organisation, the Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils, including a Data 

Protection Course and a Roles and Responsibilities Course for new Councillors.   

 

With regard to other planning: the Council has received 13 Planning Applications, one 

of which was withdrawn; and apart from the Cala application, the majority have been 

for minor extensions, barns for agricultural use or tree work. 

 

Regarding finance, the majority of the expenditure this year has again been spent on 

keeping the village clean and tidy and ensuring that the Parish Council is compliant in 

the necessities of data protection and insurance. 

 

The accounts are just about to be presented for internal audit and the forms for the 

external audit will be sent off within the next few weeks.  The Accounts will be 

available for inspection in July. 

  

All villagers are entitled to come to Parish Council meetings and either speak at the 

beginning of the meeting or observe the whole meeting.  Meetings are generally held 

at the MOD Police House with the kind permission of PC Keith Herring on the third 

Wednesday of alternate months at 7pm.  Villagers who wish to receive the agenda and 

minutes by email can ask the Clerk. 

 

Finally the Chairman wished to record his thanks to his fellow Councillors for the time 

and effort they give to the parish; to Lawrie Stratford, Caversfield’s County Councillor, 

and to Jon O’Neill, the District Councillor, for their support over the last year. 

 

5. Financial report for the year ended 31 March 2012 

The Statement of Accounts to 31 March 2014 had been circulated and copies were also 

tabled.  The Clerk explained that the accounts and financial records were in the 

process of being audited and would be available for inspection from the beginning of 

July. 

 

There were no questions. 
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6. County and District Councillor’s Report 

There were no reports from either the District or County Councillor. 

 

7. Police Report 

WPC Brown reported that the Rural Policing Team have completed three weeks of 

rural action over the last year including tack marking, an initiative with PA Turney 

and farm machinery, and visiting customers with Nolan Oils to raise awareness of 

how to protect oil tanks. 

 

WPC Brown also reported that crime across Oxfordshire has reduced by 5% in the last 

year.  However, the 34 crimes which have taken place in the village have included 

seven domestic, two drugs, five criminal damage to vehicles, one possession of 

alcohol, the removal of four catalytic converters from cars, two burglaries to non-

dwellings, two burglaries to houses, three thefts from gardens including tools, garden 

furniture and children’s garden toys.  There was one public decency offence, a BB gun 

assault, the handling of stolen goods (relating to the stealing of the garden furniture 

above), criminal damage to a fence on the airfield and verbal abuse to the air cadets. 

 

With the better weather there have been a number of instances of anti-social behaviour 

(including the consumption of alcohol) in Bainton Copse by children aged as young as 

11.  The police intend to talk to both Cooper and BCC schools about the issue and 

asked that if villagers see large numbers of youths either heading up the Fringford 

Road or in the Copse to ring 101 and report it as they wish to stop this as soon as 

possible. 

 

8. Report from Bicester Heritage about their plans for the future 

Dominic White, the Property Director at Bicester Heritage made a presentation about 

what Bicester Heritage has been doing since they purchased the property, which 

consisted of the Technical Site of RAF Bicester, in March 2013 and what they plan to do 

in the future.   

 

The aim of the project is to build a centre of excellence for classic motoring and 

aviation, currently focussing on the motoring side, providing workshops for a wide 

variety of classic car repair specialists. 

 

A programme of renewing electric and water services to the buildings has recently 

been carried out and there is a phased programme of restoration of the buildings so 

that they can be rented out.  A couple of the buildings have so far been completed.   

 

One of the largest projects will be the restoration of the oldest hangars, but Bicester 

Heritage is also wanting ideas as to what they could be used for.  One of the two 

newer hangers is used by the gliding club and the other is currently a classic vehicle 

store. 
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Mr White assured the meeting that they had no ambition to become a regulated 

airfield and that the gliding club had just renewed their lease, so whilst there will be 

some powered flight, it will not be much greater than it has been over the last few 

years. 

 

Mr White was asked about the perimeter track, which is two miles long.  It is hoped 

that this will be resurfaced in time, but it will be used for testing rather than racing. 

 

The Chairman thanked Mr White for his interesting talk. 

 

9. Any other business 

A villager asked about the proposal to register the grass in Old School Close as a 

Village Green.  The Chairman assured her that this did not mean that it would be used 

any more than at present, but was to use the current legislation to safeguard a 

community asset.  The Clerk hoped to be able to write to all the residents about the 

proposal in the near future.  

 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending. 

 

The minutes were taken by Jane Olds, Clerk to the Parish Council 

 

The meeting closed at 8.10pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………….…..     Date…………………………………. 


