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Minutes of the Caversfield Annual Parish Meeting 

Wednesday 27 May 2015 at 7.00pm 

Emmanuel Church, Bure Park 

 

Present 

Chairman:  Mr John Gilmore 

Clerk:  Mrs Jane Olds 

Caversfield Residents:  Nine residents 

Other visitors: Mr Philip White, Bicester Heritage; Mr Duncan Wiltshire, 

Historic Promotions 

 

Cllr Gilmore (Chairman of the Parish Council) welcomed everyone to Caversfield’s 

Annual Parish Meeting and thanked them for coming. 

 

1. Apologies had been received from Cllr Lawrie Stratford (County Councillor), 

Cllr Ian Corkin (District Councillor), Ms Jenny Collyer (MOD), 

Ms Eleanor Booth-Davey and Mr Roger Shipway 

 

2. The Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 21 May 2014 were agreed to 

be a true record and were signed by the Chair. 

 

3. Matters arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

4. Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman reported that the Parish Council met six times between April 2014 and 

March 2015.  A wide variety of discussion took place.  The Minutes were always 

displayed on the Noticeboard in Skimmingdish Lane and on the Parish Website.  The 

Council is very grateful to PC Keith Herring who has let the Parish use the MOD 

Police House in Davis Gardens for the regular meetings and wishes him well in his 

retirement.   

 

The Council recently had an uncontested election, but there was still one vacancy.  

Anyone interested in helping support the Council in this way would be warmly 

welcomed.   

 

A great deal of governance and organisation has been discussed over the year due to 

the Government’s Localism Act which has had an impact on Parish Councils.  Both the 

Financial Regulations and Standing Orders have been, or are in the process of being, 

updated. 

 

A number of other things have taken up Council time this year including: 

• starting the process of registering the small patch of grass which the Parish Council 

owns in Old School Close as a Village Green so that it can be protected; 

• arranging for the repair of the Springfield Road and Old School Close noticeboards; 
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• buying another grit bin for the junction at Aunt Em’s Lane and 

• managing to find grant sponsorship to pay for the solar lighting of the bus shelter; 

thanks must go to all those who helped to fund it including Oxfordshire County 

Council, Bicester Heritage, City and Country and Zeta who gave a discount so that 

the project could be completed. 

 

At last year’s meeting the Parish was just waiting for the result of the appeal of the 

Cala Homes development.  The Chairman was pleased to report that the Planning 

Inspector ruled against the developers and it is hoped that Cherwell’s new Local Plan, 

which it is hoped will shortly be adopted, will be able to protect that area of land from 

development in the future. 

 

The Boundary Commission has been looking into the ward sizes of the District Council 

over the last year; earlier this year the suggested wards were announced and a 

consultation launched.  The suggested name of the ward which Caversfield was part of 

was going to be North Bicester which the Parish Council was concerned about as the 

Councillors were concerned that the village would disappear into north Bicester.  

Following a small campaign to ask those who felt strongly to write to the Boundary 

Commission, the Parish has recently heard that the ward will be called ‘North Bicester 

and Caversfield’. 

 

The Chairman thanked Councillor Glenice Sutcliffe for her help in arranging the 

village spring clean earlier in May.  It was good to have a number of villagers helping 

out and particular thanks were made to the Americans who did such a sterling job. 

 

With regard to planning: the Council has received 26 Planning Applications, 15 of 

which were for the Eco Town, Bicester Heritage or the Garden Quarter.  The others 

were for minor extensions, tree work, and for a new EE telephone mast at Dymocks 

Farm. 

 

Regarding finance, the majority of the expenditure this year has again been spent on 

keeping the village clean and tidy and ensuring that the Parish Council is compliant in 

the necessities of data protection and insurance. 

 

The accounts have been to the internal auditor and the forms for the external audit will 

be sent off shortly.   

 

The Chairman emphasised that all villagers were entitled to come to Parish Council 

meetings and either speak at the beginning of the meeting for three minutes or observe 

the whole meeting.  Meetings were generally held at the MOD Police House on the 

third Wednesday of alternate months at 7pm.  Villagers who wish to receive the 

agenda and minutes by email can ask the Clerk. 
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Finally the Chairman wished to record his thanks to his fellow Councillors for the time 

and effort they give to the parish; to Lawrie Stratford, Caversfield’s County Councillor, 

for his support over the last year and to welcome Ian Corkin, the District Councillor.  

 

5. Financial report for the year ended 31 March 2015 

The Statement of Accounts to 31 March 2015 had been circulated and copies were also 

tabled.  The Clerk explained that the accounts and financial records had been audited 

and would be available for inspection from the beginning of July. 

 

There were no questions. 

 

6. County and District Councillor’s Report 

There were no reports from either the District or County Councillor. 

 

7. Police Report 

There was no Police report. 

 

8. Report from Bicester Heritage including the traffic management issues 

Philip White, responsible for Business Development and Marketing at Bicester 

Heritage and Duncan Wiltshire from Historic Promotions (the organisers of the 

Flywheel event) attended to hear the village’s concerns about the activity at the 

airfield. 

 

Mr White apologised for the traffic problems at the recent Sunday Brunch Scramble.  It 

had not been Bicester Heritage’s intention to upset the village; the £1 on-foot 

admission had been planned as a special ‘deal’ for villagers and Bicester Heritage had 

not anticipated that others would drive, park in the village and walk across.    

However, as soon as it was realised what was happening, Bicester Heritage 

encouraged all to park on the airfield, whether they had booked or not. 

 

Following the parking issues, Bicester Heritage and Historic Promotions were working 

closely with Caversfield Management Company, Stratton Fields Management 

Company and the Parish Council to ensure better communication and planning for the 

forthcoming Flywheel event.  With this in mind the three village groups had worked 

together to produce a map of the suggested areas to cone and put restriction notices; 

this had been given to the organisers. 

 

Mr Wiltshire assured the meeting that parking and access to the Flywheel event would 

be arranged differently.  Two entrances would be in use, the Buckingham Road gate 

opposite Thompson Drive and the Gliding Club gate on the south side of the airfield 

on Skimmingdish Lane.  Cars would only be able to turn left into the site. 
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Historic Promotions were keen to welcome the local community and had arranged for 

a 20% discount on the ticket prices with a special discount code. 

 

Concern was raised about the issue of noise from the event and the organisers assured 

the meeting that it should not have an impact on the village.  The public address 

system would be localised rather than site-wide and the music would just be around 

the location of the stage and not piped around the site.  All the action would be located 

near the control tower with speakers along the flight line for the air displays. 

 

Concern was raised about the timing, but the meeting was assured that the core hours 

would be 10am – 6pm with the majority of the action taking place between 12noon and 

4pm. 

 

Historic Promotions anticipated that there would be a maximum of 5,000 visitors per 

day, but would probably be lower for this year and would equate to approximately 

2,000 cars.  A full traffic management system would be in place.  In answer to a 

question about marshals off site in the local area, the organisers were still investigating 

the suggestion. 

 

Mr White was asked about the rumour of pop concerts taking place.  He assured the 

meeting that this was not in the plans for the future. 

 

Concern was raised over noise at the airfield in general, but this was an issue which 

will be raised with CDC.  The Clerk reminded the meeting that CDC maintains a log of 

the complaints regarding the airfield and that it was necessary to continue to log issues 

as they occurred in order for them to get a good picture of the villagers concerns.  The 

Clerk would raise the issue of the logs with CDC to ensure that they are monitored. 

 

The Chairman thanked Mr White and Mr Wiltshire for attending. 

 

9. Any other business 

There was no further business. 

 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending. 

 

The minutes were taken by Jane Olds, Clerk to the Parish Council 

 

The meeting closed at 7.30pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………….…..     Date…………………………………. 


