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Minutes of the Caversfield Annual Parish Meeting 

Wednesday 17 May 2017 at 7.30pm 

Fringford Village Hall 

 

Present 

Chairman:  Mr John Gilmore 

Clerk:  Mrs Jane Olds 

Caversfield Residents:  Six residents 

District Councillors: Cllrs Nicholas Mawer and Jason Slaymaker 

Other visitors: Sqn Ldr Paul Atherton, RAF Commander Croughton; 

Lt Col Marc Galler, USAF; Mrs Julie Scott MoD Liaison 

 

Cllr Gilmore (Chairman of the Parish Council) welcomed everyone to Caversfield’s 

Annual Parish Meeting and thanked them for coming. 

 

1. Apologies had been received from Cllr Lawrie Stratford (County Councillor), Cllr 

Lynn Pratt (District Councillor) and Mrs Esther Bannister  

 

2. The Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 18 May 2016 were agreed to 

be a true record and were signed by the Chair. 

 

3. Matters arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

4. Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman reported that the Parish Council had met seven times between April 

2016 and March 2017, with six regular meetings and one additional planning meeting 

to consider the Parish response to CDC’s consultation on the Local Plan Part 1 relating 

to Oxford’s unmet housing need. 

 

A wide variety of discussion had taken place.  The Minutes were always displayed on 

the Noticeboard in Skimmingdish Lane and on the Parish Website.   

 

The Councillors had remained the same, but there was still once vacancy.  Anyone 

interested in helping support the Council in this way would be warmly welcomed.   

 

A number of items had taken up Council time this year including: 

• the successful application for a Transparency Grant to enable the Parish Council to 

develop a new website so that the Parish was compliant with the new 

Transparency Regulations; 

• taking over the responsibility for cutting the grass verges on Skimmingdish Lane.  

Unfortunately, it was not possible to take on responsibility for Fringford Road as 

that is a 40mph road and the grass cutting grant available would not cover the costs 

of even one cut;  

• arranging for the Fringford Road pavement to be weed sprayed; 
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• asking the County Council to look into the possibility of extending the pavement at 

the northern end of the Fringford Road by Cuckoo Cottage to enable access to the 

Bainton Woods footpath; 

• asking the County Council to look into the possibility of creating a pedestrian 

crossing between the bus stops on the A4421; and  

• repairing the bus shelter with a stronger metal rear panel and the front panel with 

toughened safety glass. 

 

The Parish would be keeping a ‘watchful eye’ on any developments, particularly the 

vacant plots of land in the village. 

 

The Chairman thanked Councillor Glenice Sutcliffe for her help in arranging the 

village spring clean earlier in the month.  It was good to have a number of villagers 

helping out. 

 

With regard to planning, the Council had received 11 Planning Applications; two were 

for tree work and the rest were for minor extensions.  

 

Regarding finance, the majority of the expenditure this year had, again, been spent on 

keeping the village clean and tidy and ensuring that the Parish Council was compliant 

in the necessities of data protection and insurance. 

 

The accounts and processes had been inspected by the internal auditor and the forms 

for the external audit were to be sent off shortly.  The accounts would be available for 

inspection in June. 

 

The Chairman emphasised that all villagers were entitled to come to Parish Council 

meetings and either speak at the beginning of the meeting for three minutes or observe 

the whole meeting.  Meetings were generally held in the Chinnery Room of Fringford 

Village Hall on the third Wednesday of alternate months at 7.30pm.  Villagers who 

wish to receive the agenda and minutes by email can ask the Clerk. 

 

The Chairman thanked the MoD on behalf of CDC for their permission to have the 

Polling Station for elections in the Park.  This was greatly appreciated. 

 

Finally, the Chairman wished to record his thanks to his fellow Councillors for the 

time and effort they give to the parish; to Lawrie Stratford, Caversfield’s County 

Councillor, and to the District Councillors Lynn Pratt, Nicholas Mawer and Jason 

Slaymaker for their support over the last year.  

 

5. Financial report for the year ended 31 March 2017 

The Clerk reported that the Statement of Accounts to 31 March 2017 had been 

circulated and copies were also tabled.  The Clerk explained that the accounts and 

financial records had been audited and would be available for inspection from the 

middle of June. 
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Following the budget process in January, the Councillors agreed to raise the Precept to 

£5,263 to cover the additional expenditure.  However, because of the increase in 

residents, the rise equated to an increase of 2p per Band D household (or a total of 

£9.76) over the whole year. 

 

The Precept rise would help the Parish maintain a firm financial base so that there 

were funds available in case a Parish Council election was called (which could cost in 

the region of £1,600), to replace a noticeboard or repair the bus shelter. 

 

The main additional expenditure this year was on the Parish website.  The grant the 

Parish received also included funds to buy a new laptop and scanner for the Clerk 

should it be needed in the future and this money had been put into the reserve for the 

purpose. 

 

The Clerk had included the S137 expenditure allowance.  This allowance was 

published by Government and gives Parish Councils the power to ‘incur expenditure 

for certain purposes not otherwise authorised’.  So, Parish councils are able to spend a 

proportion of the Precept on things such as the grant request from organisations which 

have a benefit to residents in the village.  

 

Villagers can follow the Parish Council via Facebook or the website. 

 

There were no questions. 

 

6. County and District Councillor’s Report 

The County Councillor sent a brief written report outlining the results of the County 

Council election.  There was no outright majority for any party; the Conservatives and 

two of the independents had reached an agreement similar to 2013 titled the 

Conservative and Independent Alliance. 

 

Cllr Stratford is now the Cabinet Member responsible for Adult Services. 

 

The District Councillors reported that there had not been any elections this year, but 

the District Council Chairman was Cllr Maurice Billington from Kidlington.  Cllr 

Jolanta Liss from Bicester was Vice Chairman. 

 

CDC had taken on the responsibility of Planning Authority for HS2. 

 

The Unitary debate had been put on hold following the announcement of the General 

Election. 

 

The Healthy Bicester launch the previous weekend had been well attended. 
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7. Police Report 

There was no Police report. 

 

8. Report from MoD 

Col Galler, the Deputy Base Commander attended the meeting to give an update. 

 

There were no new developments to the Park matters.  The softball pitches would 

remain closed.  Some of the access points to the Park had been closed, but this was to 

ensure that the entrances where CCTV was available were used which would enable 

better control and security. 

 

Regarding the expansion of RAF Croughton, the funding from the US Government 

remained in tact and the designs for construction had been sent out to tender. 

 

Concern had been raised about the number of empty houses around the village which 

were owned by the MoD.  These empty houses had been put into ‘caretaker’ status as 

they had not been needed, but with the expansion of RAF Croughton, it was 

understood that they would be brought up to ‘standard’ in due course. 

 

9. Report from James Livingston, Community and Neighbourhood Manager 

A2Dominion – Elmsbrook Development 

Unfortunately, Mr Livingston was unable to attend the meeting. 

 

10. Any other business 

There was no further business. 

 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending. 

 

The minutes were taken by Jane Olds, Clerk to the Parish Council 

 

The meeting closed at 8.00pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………….…..     Date…………………………………. 


