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Minutes of the Caversfield Annual Parish Meeting 

Wednesday 16 May 2018 at 7.30pm 

At the Community Room, Gagle Brook School, Elmsbrook 

 

Present 

Chairman:  Mr John Gilmore 

Clerk:  Mrs Jane Olds 

Caversfield Residents:  11 residents 

District Councillors: Cllrs Nicholas Mawer, Lynn Pratt and Jason Slaymaker 

Other visitors: Sqn Ldr Paul Atherton, RAF Commander Croughton; 

Lt Col Raymond Elmore, USAF; Mrs Julie Scott MoD 

Liaison 

 Mr Cymon Snow (British American Committee) 

 Mr Alan Derry (Gagle Brook School Head) 

 

Cllr Gilmore (Chairman of the Parish Council) welcomed everyone to Caversfield’s 

Annual Parish Meeting and thanked them for coming. 

 

1. Apologies had been received from Cllr Lawrie Stratford (County Councillor)  

 

2. The Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 17 May 2017 were agreed to 

be a true record and were signed by the Chair. 

 

3. Matters arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

4. Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman reported that the Parish Council had met six times between April last 

year and March 2018. 

 

Last year the Parish Council had received Councillor Esther Bannister’s resignation 

who had had to retire due to ill health; Mrs Bannister was thanked for her valuable 

contribution to the Parish over the last few years.  However, the Chairman was 

pleased to report that the Parish Council was up to full strength of seven Councillors 

with the co-option of Terry Williams and Tom Astley. 

 

A wide variety of discussion had taken.  The Minutes were always displayed on the 

Noticeboard in Skimmingdish Lane and on the Parish Website.   

 

A number of things have taken up Council time this year but of particular necessity 

had been ensuring that the Parish Council was GDPR compliant and so a Privacy 

Notice has been adopted together with a Document Retention Policy. 

 

The issue of crossing of the A4421 road between the bus stops had not gone away and 

the Parish Council had been pressing for further help with this.  It was hoped that 
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funding from the HS2 project may be available and that the County Councillors for 

Caversfield and Launton will be able to work together to get a satisfactory conclusion. 

 

The bus shelter had been repaired with the rear panel changed for a stronger metal 

panel and the front panel with toughened safety glass to reduce the opportunities for 

vandalism. 

 

The Chairman thanked Councillor Glenice Sutcliffe for her help in arranging the 

village spring clean earlier in the month.  It was good to have a number of villagers 

helping out. 

 

The issue with the land clearances behind Rau Court and by Springfield Road was 

dealt with quickly.  Unfortunately, as the land was privately owned it was not possible 

for the Parish Council to do much, but it will be monitored, particularly with regard to 

any planning applications. 

 

With regard to planning, the Council had received 17 Planning Applications this year 

with the majority being for small extensions.  However, recently the Parish Council 

received notification of an application for 75 houses on the fields to the east of the Eco-

town development in the fields around Home Farm, which, although it is out of the 

village would have a big impact on the area.  The objection to the development could 

be found on the Parish Council website. 

 

The Council was pleased to support the Clerk in her work in gaining her Certificate in 

Local Council Administration and were very pleased to hear that she had qualified last 

December.   

 

The Clerk’s qualification meant that, as the Parish also had the five elected Parish 

Councillors, the General Power of Competence could be adopted which had given the 

Parish more flexibility of how it spent the Precept and did not have to be bound by as 

many of the rules and powers. 

 

Regarding finance, the majority of the expenditure this year had again been spent on 

keeping the village clean and tidy and ensuring that the Parish Council was compliant 

in the necessities of data protection and insurance. 

 

The accounts and processes have been inspected by the internal auditor and the forms 

for the external audit will be sent off shortly.  The Accounts would be available for 

inspection in June. 

 

The Chairman emphasised that all villagers were entitled to come to Parish Council 

meetings and either speak for three minutes at the beginning of the meeting or observe 

the whole meeting.  Meetings were generally held in the Community Room of Gagle 

Brook School on the third Wednesday of alternate months at 7.30pm.  Villagers who 

wished to receive the agenda and minutes by email, could sign up on the website. 
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The Chairman thanked the MoD on behalf of Cherwell for their permission to have the 

Polling Station for elections in the Park.  This is very greatly appreciated. 

 

Finally, the Chairman wished to record his thanks to his fellow Councillors for the 

time and effort they give to the parish; to Lawrie Stratford Caversfield’s County 

Councillor and to the District Councillors, Lynn Pratt, Nick Mawer and Jason 

Slaymaker for their support of the past year. 

 

5. Financial report for the year ended 31 March 2017 

The Clerk reported that the Statement of Accounts to 31 March 2018 had been 

circulated and copies were also tabled.  The Clerk explained that the accounts and 

financial records had been audited and would be available for inspection from the 

middle of June. 

 

The majority of the Council’s expenditure this year had been spent on keeping the 

village clean and tidy and on the general administration. 

 

The regular expenditure had managed to stay fairly static.  However, the cost of dog 

bin emptying and grass cutting had to be done and the Parish legally had to have 

insurance. 

 

Last year, the Council agreed to raise the Precept from £5,160 to £5,263 which was a 2% 

increase on the previous year.  This rise equated to an increase of just 1p per Band D 

household (or a total of £9.76) over the whole year. 

 

The main additional expenditure this year was on fixing the bus shelter and on snow 

clearance which was beyond the Parish’s control. 

 

The Parish Council’s Reserves Policy had been adopted in order to meet the Parish’s 

obligations; these include holding the recommended three months’ running costs, the 

possibility of having to pay for an election (at about £1,600), and various contingencies, 

including setting aside a sum for bus shelter repairs and this year, an insurance excess.  

Unfortunately, unless the Parish takes out a loan agreed by the Public Works and Loans 

Board, the Parish is unable to borrow money, so it is essential that funds are set aside in 

ear marked reserves to pay for things when needed. 

 

The Clerk had included the S137 expenditure allowance.  This allowance was 

published by Government and gives Parish Councils the power to ‘incur expenditure 

for certain purposes not otherwise authorised’.  So, Parish councils are able to spend a 

proportion of the Precept on things such as the grant request from organisations which 

have a benefit to residents in the village.  

 

Villagers can follow the Parish Council via Facebook or the website. 
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There were no questions. 

 

6. Report from MoD 

Squadron Leader Atherton gave an update. 

 

The expansion of RAF Croughton had been put on hold, but was expected to go ahead 

in due course. 

 

7. Report from James Livingston, Community and Neighbourhood Manager 

A2Dominion – Elmsbrook Development 

Unfortunately, Mr Livingston was unable to attend the meeting. 

 

8. Report from Mr Alan Derry, Head of Gagle Brook School 

A number of residents took advantage of Mr Derry’s kind offer to give a guided tour 

of the school before the meeting.  Caversfield was in catchment for the school 

following a change of boundaries. 

 

Mr Derry outlined the plans for the school; initially the school would take in Nursery 

and Reception from September 18 and then the school population would grow from 

the ‘bottom up’ which would take seven years to have a full school to year six. 

 

Mr Derry also explained the school’s ‘eco’ ethos and working together with a brief 

outline of the White Horse Federation. 

 

9. County Councillor’s Report 

Councillor Stratford had been detained and was not able to send a report. 

 

10. District Councillors’ Reports 

The District Councillors reported that Cllr Nicholas Mawer had recently been 

re-elected as one of the representatives for Caversfield. 
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The majority of the business at CDC had been concerned with its reorganisation 

following the collapse of Northamptonshire County Council and separation of the 

shared services between South Northamptonshire District Council.  The proposal was 

to work with Oxfordshire County Council and to share a Chief Executive and other 

staff. 

 

11. Village Management Company Reports 

One report had been received from Stratton Fields Management Limited.  There had 

been a good turn out to their General Meeting and a full quota of Directors had been 

elected to the Committee so that all areas of Stratton Fields now had a local Committee 

representative. 

 

The Company continued to manage the upkeep of the common areas of land including 

items such as the ‘Buckingham Road strip’ where considerable landscaping and 

replanting had been undertaken, weed control and lamp repairs.  The Company also 

maintained vigilance on the vacant land to the north of Rau Court together with the 

fencing surrounding it. 

 

Parking in the area with the increase in car ownership was also an issue which the 

Company continued to monitor. 

 

12. Any other business 

There was no further business. 

 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending. 

 

The minutes were taken by Jane Olds, Clerk to the Parish Council 

 

The meeting closed at 7.50pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………….…..     Date…………………………………. 


