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DRAFT Minutes of the Caversfield Annual Parish Meeting 

Wednesday 15 May 2019 at 7.30pm 

At the Community Room, Gagle Brook School, Elmsbrook 

 

Present 

Chairman:  Ms Eleanor Booth-Davey 

Clerk:  Mrs Jane Olds 

Caversfield Residents:  11 residents 

County Councillor: Cllr Lawrie Stratford 

District Councillors: Cllrs Jason Slaymaker and Nick Mawer (from 8.25pm) 

Other visitors: Jonty Ashworth, Bicester Motion 

 

 

Cllr Booth-Davey (Chairman of the Parish Council) welcomed everyone to Caversfield’s 

Annual Parish Meeting and thanked them for coming. 

 

1. Apologies had been received from District Councillors Lynn Pratt. 

 

2. The Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 16 May 2018 were agreed to 

be a true record and were signed by the Chair. 

 

3. Matters arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

4. Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman introduced herself. 

 

In January, the Parish said goodbye to Councillor John Gilmore who had to retire due 

to ill health.  John first took office as a Parish Councillor in May 2000 and in May 2012 

he was elected Chairman, in which capacity he more than ably served until his recent 

retirement.  He was always an active participant in Parish Council meetings and 

debates on a broad range of subjects and his perspective and historical knowledge of 

the area will be greatly missed.  The Parish Council would like to thank him for his 

time and dedication to the work of the Parish and wish him all the best in his 

retirement. 

 

The Council also bid farewell to Councillor Roger Shipway, who chose not to stand 

again for election this year, and we thank him for his long service of two stints as 

Councillor. 

 

The Parish Council has recently gone through an election process with five of the 

previous six Councillors prepared to stand again.  Our current Councillors will be 

myself, Tom Astley, June Nisbet, Glenice Sutcliffe and Terry Williams.  There are two 

vacancies and anyone interested in joining the Council would be welcome to come 

along and find out what it’s all about.  It isn’t onerous and there is plenty of support 
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from our excellent Clerk, Jane, training available to all Councillors (old and new!), 

does not involve a significant time commitment, and is a great way to contribute to 

your local community.  

 

The Parish Council met seven times between April 2018 and March 2019.  Six of these 

were regular meetings and the seventh was an additional planning meeting held to 

discuss the outline planning permission for up to 75 houses on the land adjoining 

Home Farm, just off the B4100. 

 

As I am sure you will have seen from the Minutes which our Clerk diligently displays 

on the Noticeboard in Skimmingdish Lane and on the Parish Website, there has been a 

wide variety of discussions taking place throughout the year.   

 

Of the things that have occupied the Council this year, ensuring that our policies and 

procedures are kept up to date has been a necessity.  But we have also devoted time to 

a number of other issues, such as the consideration and response to Planning 

applications within our Parish. 

 

Overall, the Council received just 11 Planning Applications this year with the majority 

of these being for small extensions.  However there have been consultations on the 

several larger developments planned – such as the two projects at Bicester Heritage – 

where worthwhile time was taken to listen to the concerns of the villagers who had 

made the effort to come to meetings, compose responses representing their views, and 

consequently see beneficial changes or additions made.   For example, it is hoped that 

the A4421 crossing between the bus stops will be moved slightly further forward, with 

S106 agreements from the planned developments at Bicester Heritage funding the 

majority of the work. 

 

In terms of “housekeeping” for the village, we have arranged for the painting of the 

white gates on the Fringford Road and again, Councillor Glenice Sutcliffe arranged the 

village Spring Clean which took place last month.  We also arranged for the Fringford 

Road pavement to be weed sprayed twice yearly to reduce the encroaching weeds, for 

the dog bins to be emptied and salt bins replenished.  

 

We’ve also been working on an application to register the small area of grass which 

the Parish Council owns in Old School Close as a Village Green.  Of course, nothing is 

straight forward and there were some possible issues with Way Leave rights for SSE 

Cabling over the area, but SSE has recently agreed that we will be able to apply for 

Village Green status which will help protect the area for future generations. 

 

For Halloween, we worked with the MoD Police, the UK Police, the County 

Emergency Planning Team and the Fire Service on a plan to ensure that everyone who 

lives in the village or visits on Halloween was able to navigate safely around the 

village.  On the whole, it was thought that the plan worked well.  We were pleased to 
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have many fewer complaints and issues than in previous years, and with a few tweaks, 

look forward to another successful Halloween this October. 

 

We understand that there have been some management issues with the Rowans area.  

Unfortunately, the Parish Council is not able to do much as the area is privately 

owned, but we will help and facilitate as much as we can. 

 

Regarding finance, the majority of the expenditure this year has again been spent on 

keeping the village clean and tidy and ensuring that the Parish Council remains 

compliant with legal necessities such as data protection and insurance.   

 

To this end, the Council approved a small increase in the Precept of £542 on the 

previous year to £5,962.  The annual cost to a Band D household would be £10.65; 

while this was a 10% increase on the previous year, it equated to an increase of just 91p 

per household over the whole year.  This will cover additional hours for the Clerk.  

Lengthy Planning consultations and updates to policies and procedures following 

regulatory changes such as the introduction of the General Data Protection Regulation, 

have resulted in an increase in the time needed to perform her duties and the Council 

is committed to ensuring its employees receive fair remuneration for their work. 

 

The accounts and processes have been inspected by the internal auditor and the forms 

for the external audit will be sent off shortly.  The Accounts will be available for 

inspection in June - please contact the Clerk, Jane, directly if you would like to see 

them. 

 

All villagers are entitled to come to Parish Council meetings and either speak for three 

minutes at the beginning or observe the whole meeting.  We are always grateful when 

villagers attend and contribute as this is an invaluable part of the democratic process 

that we should like to encourage everyone to take part in.  We generally meet here in 

the Community Room of Gagle Brook School on the third Wednesday of alternate 

months at 7.30pm.  If you would like to receive the agenda and minutes by email, 

please do sign up on our website.   

 

We should like to thank the MoD on behalf of Cherwell for their permission to have 

the Polling Station for elections in the Park – it is very greatly appreciated. 

 

Finally, I should like to extend my thanks to my fellow Councillors for the time and 

effort they give to the parish; to our Parish Clerk, Jane, for her exceptional assistance; 

and to our County Councillor, Lawrie Stratford, and District Councillors, Lynn Pratt, 

Nick Mawer and Jason Slaymaker for all their support over the past year. 

 

5. Financial report for the year ended 31 March 2019 

The Clerk reported that the Statement of Accounts to 31 March 2019 had been 

circulated and copies were also tabled.  The Clerk explained that the accounts and 
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financial records had been audited and would be available for inspection from the 

middle of June. 

 

The majority of the Council’s expenditure this year had been spent on keeping the 

village clean and tidy and on the general administration. 

 

The regular expenditure had managed to stay fairly static.  However, the cost of dog 

bin emptying and grass cutting had to be done and the Parish legally had to have 

insurance. 

 

The Parish Council’s Reserves Policy had been adopted in order to meet the Parish’s 

obligations; these include holding the recommended three months’ running costs, the 

possibility of having to pay for an election (at about £1,600), and various contingencies, 

including setting aside a sum for bus shelter repairs and this year, an insurance excess.  

Unfortunately, unless the Parish takes out a loan agreed by the Public Works and Loans 

Board, the Parish is unable to borrow money, so it is essential that funds are set aside in 

ear marked reserves to pay for things when needed. 

 

The Clerk had included the S137 expenditure allowance.  This allowance was 

published by Government and gives Parish Councils the power to ‘incur expenditure 

for certain purposes not otherwise authorised’.  So, Parish councils are able to spend a 

proportion of the Precept on things such as the grant request from organisations which 

have a benefit to residents in the village.  

 

Villagers can follow the Parish Council via Facebook or the website. 

 

There were no questions. 

 

6. Report from representatives from RAF Croughton 

No report had been received. 

 

7. Report from the British American Committee 

No report had been received. 

 

8. Presentation by Bicester Motion on their proposals at Bicester Heritage 

Bicester Heritage made a PowerPoint presentation on their future plans which was 

received with interest. The Vision Document had been published in the Annual Parish 

Meeting section of the Parish Council website. 

 

A discussion took place following the presentation to clarify some points. 

 

The Chairman thanked Mr Ashworth for his presentation. 
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9. County Councillor’s Report 

Councillor Stratford reported that the County Council was working much more 

closely with Cherwell District Council following CDC’s split from South 

Northamptonshire District Council.  In the first six months, joint senior appointments 

were expected save in the region of £600,000. 

 

The North West Bicester / Eco Town project was causing concern as A2 Dominion had 

withdrawn from the project.  Plans were being considered for the ‘boulevard’ which 

had been suggested between the Eco Town and the rest of Bicester and there was also 

the proposal of a tunnel under the railway at Howes Lane to remove the ‘dog leg’ at 

Ten Ten Bridge. 

 

The Expressway was also causing concern.  The Bicester Traffic Advisory Committee 

had been asked to include representatives from the villages in order that the impact on 

the surrounding villages of traffic from Bicester could be mitigated. 

 

10. District Councillors’ Reports 

The District Councillors reported that Cllr Jason Slaymaker had recently been 

re-elected as one of the representatives for Caversfield.  CDC had had to increase the 

Precept this year to help with funding the deficit from the South Northamptonshire 

split. 

 

However, the Build project at Graven Hill and the Healthy Bicester project were 

continuing.  The Eco Business centre which was created as a co-working environment 

on Elmsbrook would be operational shortly. 

 

The planning application for 70 homes on the outskirts of Elmsbrook was due to go to 

committee shortly. 

 

11. Village Management Company Reports 

No reports had been received. 

 

12. Any other business 

There was no further business. 

 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending. 

 

The minutes were taken by Jane Olds, Clerk to the Parish Council 

 

The meeting closed at 8.40pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………….…..     Date…………………………………. 


